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SELECTIONS FROM THE LETTER-BOOKS OP 
THOMAS WHARTON, OF PHILADELPHIA, 1773-1783. 

[The Historical Society of Pennsylvania has recently received, by gift 
of Mrs. Sally Fisher Lewis, a valuable collection of letter-books, docu- 
ments, and miscellaneous manuscripts, belonging to Thomas Wharton, 
a prominent merchant of Philadelphia. The letter-books are of especial 
interest, for they contain much data that relate to social and political 
affairs of the Province ; to the extensive land enterprises in which Mr. 
Wharton, his brothers, and his friends were interested ; and to some 
facts connected with the return of the "Tea Ship " to England.] 



Philadelphia Nov. 30, 1773. 
Dear Brother, 

I wrote thee on the 19 th Inst : under cover to 
our friend Strahan via Liverpool, which I hope will come 
safe to hand, as it contained some matters I could wish thee 
to be informed of, since when I have not had the pleasure 
of receiving any of thy favours. By the Reports here 
spread, we are told, that the Tea-Ship for this port sailed 
the 27 th September, and is therefore hourly looked for; 
this occasions severe speeches and Declarations, that, it 
never shall be landed, and threats are throw'd out, of 
destroying the property ; to such a pitch of zeal are some 
people rais'd, that I fear the worst. The last Post brought 
information, that, on Governor Tryon's declaring he had 
receiv'd orders to land and protect it, the inhabitants of 
New York have entered into a resolution not to injure the 
Property, but that they will neither buy nor use it, the 
Agents are all compelled to an absolute Resignation, and I 
have been assured that letters from thence say that, when 
Kelly's Effigy was carrying about and hung, B. B. stood a 
most miserable chance of sharing the same fate, but was 
saved by the Mayor and some more Magistrates, who went 



320 Letters of Thomas Wharton, 1773-1783. 

to his assistance. What will be the issue here I know not, 
for it does not seem to me that there is resolution enough 
in the Executive branch of Government to protect the 
Property. I really dread the worst. As for J & D they 
are in a bad situation and have no chance of saving them- 
selves but by an absolute Resignation and add to that they 
have lost the affection of their fellow Citizens by their want 
of an explicit conduct. I wish thou could learn of Pigon 
what they have from time to time wrote, and if possible get 
extracts thereof. 

Since my last, to secure an habitation for sister I have 
bought John Malcolm's house and lots for £1550., the deed 
I expect will be signed tomorrow, and I shall pay a £1000. 
down, and £250. in 12 months, and £300. in 24 months, 
this I mean solely for thou knows who ; I am assured the 
house cost him £2500 and is better furnished than most 
houses in the city. I hope it will prove an acceptable act. 

G. Morgan returned a few days since from fort Pitt, and 
say that G. Croghan had held a kind of a treaty with the 
Indians and was distributing of goods to them, which he 
says, he was told by a person who saw the letter, were 
purchased in consequence of a letter sent him by you, 
signed by L d G., L d 0., T. Walpole, thyself and two others 
— that the Indians were very peaceable. 

J. Dobson is now here having sent for him to take up 
some money to G. Croghan to defray the provisions accounts 
of those Indians, and he having lately seen some very 
substantial persons lately returned from that country, is 
assured that the country is thickly settled for 150 miles 
below fort Pitt, they have erected two good Grist Mills, 
and have large quantities of winter grain in the ground. 

Some companies have (its said) located large tracts, the 
Principals of which reside in this city. 

As I fear much trouble from the surveys which Col. 
Washington has made about the great Kenhawa, I beg thy 
particular attention thereto, and that thou" obtain from 
Government such orders as shall settle clearly his claims 
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with all others who have lately made their surveys, as be 
assured many score thousand acres have within these few 
months been surveyed below the Scales. 

As nothing that I know of can so greatly advance the 
sale of the lands as a Loan Office, it would certainly be of 
the greatest consequence to settle this point with our great 
partners before thou leaves England, that they may give 
such assistance as lays in their power, and if possible obtain 
leave for the Governor to pass such a law. 

Thy family and relations are well, I remain 

thy affec' Bro: — 
To Samuel Wharton. Thomas "Wharton. 

Philadelphia Decern 8 . 24, 1773. 
Dear Friend, 

The arrival of this days post from N. York brought us 
such accounts from Boston as have alarmed the thoughtful, 
considerate mind, and I am truly sorry that matters have 
been drove to such extremes, as I fear it will tend still fur- 
ther to widen the unhappy breach between the mother 
country and colonies ; it is needless for me to enter into a 
detail of the facts, as the enclosed paper setts the transac- 
tion in a clear light. It is positively asserted that the in- 
habitants of K". York are determined the Tea shall not be 
landed with them, notwithstanding Gov r Tryons intimation 
that it shall. You doubtless will know before this can 
reach you of the conduct of South Carolina, that the agents 
have resigned, and that the ship with the tea sailed from 
thence for London. 

As neither the tea ship for this place or York is yet 
arrived, nothing certain can be said but the best I expect is 
that the Ships will proceed back to England, for I have 
long since seen, that, the attempting to land the same, would 
be the certain loss of the property, And indeed if any thing 
could stimulate me to resign in the early manner I did, it 
was, a belief, that after I had done my duty to my country, 
I could with more certainty and effect, serve the Hon"* 18 the 
vol. xxxiii. — 21 
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East India Company. Should the intelligence now com- 
municated, not have reached you before this I beg thou'l 
please to take the most early opportunity of informing the 
Hon bU the Director of it. 

I remain &c &c, 

Thomas Wharton. 
To Thomas Walpole Esq'. 

Philad ; Dec : 29, 1773. 
Respected friend, 

T wrote thee by Campbell on the 25 th & 26 th inst. who then 
returned with the writ to remove the action against Major 
Ward into the Supreme Court, and as thou expressed thy 
desire for money to replace wbat thou had laid out for pro- 
visions for those Indians who assembled at Fort Pitt. I sent 
thee by said Campbell, one hundred and sixty pounds in cash 
to answer that purpose, which I hope will be safely delivered 
to thee with my letters, as therein is said who furnished it. 

I have now the pleasure to enclose thee a letter from 
Bro : Samuel, which came to hand by the November Packet 
last night. He informed me in my letter, that they had ob- 
tained a fresh order of the Privy Council to the Attorney 
General for perfecting the grant, and doubted not that it 
would be soon done, but as I suppose that he has been pretty 
full on this head, I need say no more. He likewise men- 
tioned that he had given this order to draw on me for £150, 
and as I suppose its to repay for the provisions &c : had for 
the Indians, the money we sent by Campbell will answer 
that end. 

I remain thy friend 

Thomas Wharton. 
To George Croghan. 

Phila : January 1. 1774. 
Dear Brother, 

The letters w T hich I have some time since wrote thee, and 
those to the Hon aWe T. Walpole must have advised you of 
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the disposition of the inhabitants of these Colonies respect- 
ing the tea — I sincerely wish, that no blame may fall on my 
brother, for the part he has taken in the exportation thereof, 
the arguments thou has made use of, that the Indian Com- 
pany pay the duty, especially if it could be settled by bills 
drawn on the directors, may look passable to you, but no such 
alternative is admissable by the Americans because they 
contend, that no power on earth has a right to tax them but 
their own Assemblies and as long as the India Company do 
make the duty a part of the first cost (which they have in 
directing that the Bohea tea shall not be sett up to sale 
under 2/ per Sterl'g) the people who purchase at that price or 
upwards pay the duty ; these with other reasons have in- 
duced the Americans to give this measure the warmest op- 
position. And although I never could see the justice of 
refusing the tea to be landed, but have in all companies, 
and on every occasion spoke my sentiments, that every 
Englishman has a right to import his property agreeable to 
law into America, and that, the refusing this plain and just 
right to the India Company is a violation of their privileges 
as English subjects — but its to little purpose to oppose the 
voice of the multitude. On the 21" Capt Ayres set sail 
from hence with his ship for London having on board the 
exact cargo she left London with, and with the ship G. 
Barkley returns. He will give thee a very particular ac- 
count how he found matters — I had only him to write our 
friend Walpole by that vessel, all being very much hurried, 
as the vessel staid but two days with us, and as I had not a 
doubt, if thou should be in London when the ship arrived, 
that he would communicate the whole to thee. Indeed my 
hopes for several months past, that thou had left England 
has caused me to write but little to thee ; but as thou'l find 
by perusal of the letter to T. "Walpole my sentiments re- 
specting some men, and my earnest desire is (should the 
India Company think fit to send this tea to America after 
the duty is taken off) that Willing and Morris should be in 
the nomination, that I hope thou'l do all in thy power to 
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serve them with Jno Brown, G. Barclay & I & I. "W. It has 
afforded me a great deal of pain to see that J. & D. could act 
the ungratefull part they have done, having absolutely agreed 
with us to give the answer to the people we did with J. B. 
instead of which they gave so ambiguous an one, as to render 
them dispised by their fellow Citizens ; refuse to unite with 
us, either in answering the Directors letter or those received 
from the other Agents at Boston, unless we would insert 
the dates of our respective resignations, from whence most 
clearly appears their want of candour both to the public and 
the other Agents, as thou'l fully be satisfied with on peru- 
sal of the papers sent to T. Walpole & G. Brown Esq that 
I cannot wish longer to be united with them ; I doubt not 
they have endeavoured to gloss their conduct over with 
Pigon, but let a dispassionate man read their answer, the 
Committees report and J. & D.'s explanation and the Com- 
mittees reply with their last declaration of Dec. 2 Bd and de- 
termine whether its possible those men have acted a candid 
part either to the public or their fellow agents. I beg 
thou'l know what they write the Directors, and get a copy 
thereof; thou has no conception of the light in which their 
conduct is viewed by the inhabitants ; they never so much as 
offered Capt Ayres the least assistance. We with J. Brown 
advanced him what money he wanted to victual his ship, 
&c: — and as poor Gilbert returns with the Ship, I leave him 
to give the further account of matters. My chariot, though 
it might befit to visit Pine Street meeting in, must once more be 
landed in Brittain, and thereby share the same fate with 
every other article on board the ship. I have enclosed the 
bill of lading therefor with the receipt for thy box to our 
friend "Walpole, should thou be on the spot I doubt not 
thou'l order them as thou'l think best. 

I have now the great satisfaction of acknowledging the 
receipt of thy favor of November 3 rd and most sincerely 
congratulate thee on surmounting the new difficulty started 
by the Attor 7 General and most ardently wish thou may be 
in possession of the grant, before the arrival of the full 
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accounts respecting the conduct of the Americans touching 
the tea, as I fear it will strengthen our enemies to oppose 
the completion thereof. I hear the Doct. has wrote J. G. 
(which I shall as soon as I can see him know the truth of) 
that if the Americans refuse to receive the tea, but send it 
back, it will more over-sett the ministry than any thing that 
could happen, but if they tamely receive the same and 
thereby submit to the duty, it only is the beginning of their 
trouble &c ; — He does not mention one word to him respect- 
ing Vandalia, therefore I suppose he had not heard of your 
last move. 

I beg thou'l excuse the roughness of this letter, as its not 
possible for me to copy it, my present engagements public 
& private deprive me of suitable time to do it. Thy family 
are well & I remain 

Thy affec : Brother 

Thomas Wharton. 
To Samuel Wharton. 

Philad January 4, 1774. 
Dear Brother, 

I wrote thee per packet and under cover to the Hon* M * 
T. Walpole on the 1" instant which will naturally make 
this epistle short, yet I thought I could not let the oppor- 
tunity slip without saying thy connections are well. 

By a vessel from Charlestown their appears some reason 
to apprehend the people there will receive the tea, notwith- 
standing the resignation of the Agents & positive agreement 
of the people who met together to oppose the receipt of it. 
It here is alledged that the cause of the alteration is, their 
fear of losing the bounty on Indigo and that the exports of 
their rice to foreign ports may by Act of Parliament be 
forbidden. This intelligence is not yet reduced to a cer- 
tainty, but I fear as they have admitted the vessel to an 
entry, that, if the opposition to the landing continues, it 
will cause the tea to fare the same fate as at Boston. The 
tea ship for New York was not arrived when last post left 
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that place ; but there is no reason to believe it will be 
landed. We have the disagreeable news, that the Gov- 
onor's house within the Port of N" York is destroyed by 
fire, and it was with much difficulty that the family escaped. 

I shall be much obliged if thou can bring me over a 
single man who understands the care of horses, and that of 
driving a carriage with a box, as I stand in need of one. 
I would contract with him for 5 or 6 years and give him 
.£15. curr 5 '. per anum with his accommodations; I would 
not have too tall and lusty, but should prefer a light person, 
I doubt not thou'l attend to his character for honesty and 
sobriety. 

As Capt Ayres in the tea ship sett sail from hence on the 
28 th ult with his whole cargo a board to return for London, 
I did myself the pleasure of writing to Tho" Walpole by 
her, who I doubt not communicates the contents to thee, I 
shall not now enlarge on that subject. 

I have seen Geo. Morgan and read to him that part of 
thy letter relative to the accounts against the Crown and 
Col. "Wilkin which he has been preparing, but this vessel 
sailing before it was expected, hinders us now of forward- 
ing them. But its right for me to mention that G. Morgan 
said that those accounts which were delivered to Col. 
Wilkin and by him (he supposes forwarded to Gen rI Gage) 
do not contain by a great deal the amount of your demand 
on the Crown, it will therefore be right for thee to mention 
this at the proper Office, least when those accountts from 
York should get home, they may be passed to your great 

injury. 

I remain thy affec" Brother 

Thomas "Wharton. 
To Samuel Wharton. 

Phila" January 31, 1774. 
Dear friend, 

I did myself the pleasure on the 27 th Dec m to write thee 
a few lines, since when I am not favored with any of thy 
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letters ; as I do not think it right to suffer a transaction to 
take place, which in its nature has some connection with 
the country we expect to possess, is the reason of my troub- 
ling my honoured friend at this time. 

About a week since an Express arrived from Fort Ligonier 
(53 miles on this side Pittsburgh) to our Govonor acquaint- 
ing him that one Dr. Connelly had published an advertise- 
ment there, requesting all the inhabitants of those parts to 
meet him at Fort Pitt on the 25' h January in order that he 
might muster the people, and enrole the Militia, having 
received a commission from Lord Dunmore for that purpose, 
and at which time the inhabitants should be further informed 
of what was intended. The Express added that it was given 
out that L d Dunmore had appointed Major Ward, Campbell 
and another person as Magistrates, and that he was deter- 
mined to keep possession of that country as Virginia. This 
account has a good deal alarmed our people ; they immedi- 
ately appointed three more magistrates to strengthen their 
party; but do not know how to view this affair, for they 
cannot suppose that L 4 Dunmore would take this measure 
solely at his own risque, and if it be in consequence of 
orders he has received from home, they conclude a serious 
affair, and that its done by you to keep them from 
possessing the country; others say its a maneuvor of L d 
Hilsborough to grant this part of the country, that, the 
new proprietors may not have it. The last suggestion 
gives us no concern, as we suppose that nobleman has 
nothing to do with American affairs; but we find our 
property officers look on the matter in so serious a light, 
that an Express went of to L d Dunmore with letters from 
them, in which its said, they very seriously expostulate 
with him on the subject. 

"We conclude that about this time Capt Ayres is arrived 
with you, with his cargo of tea &c: and be assured the 
people are anxious to know how this transaction will be 
viewed by our Superiors. A flying report is propogated, 
that the tea is destroyed at South Carolina but I cannot 
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credit it. You no doubt will be informed before this can 
reach you that the tea put on board Capt Lorings Brig' 
(which vessel was lost on Cape Cod) is safely stored at Castle 
"William ; by a letter lately rec* from the Boston agent by 
us, we find they were still confined at the Castle. 

I cannot help being desirous to know how Dr. F. will 
stand his ground, and support the measure of the Bostonians, 
as I presume the ministry can never suffer him to justify, 
and he with his son, at the same time to hold two such 
lucrative offices under the Crown, and if he does not justify 
the measure it may lose him his agency. If some affairs 
happen, which I think there is a probability of, I doubt his 
being again appointed for this Province. 

I remain with the sincerest desire to render thee any 
acceptable service thy real friend 

Thomas Wharton. 



Philad a May 2, 1774. 
Dear Friend, 

Thy favor of the 3 rd Feb' 7 I had the satisfaction of receiv- 
ing by the packet for that month, and am glad to find that 
my several letters mentioning the transactions relative to the 
India Compa ys tea were got to hand, and that thou had 
been so obliging as to communicate the necessary parts to 
the Directors ; my regard to justice and the rights of that 
company influenced me to be as early as possible in trans- 
mitting my sentiments, that if possible a stop might have 
been put to the adventure if subject to the payment of a 
duty on this continent, but as that was not effected, I should 
be extremely glad, could our Assembly or the inhabitants 
of this city be prevailed on to make a tender of such a sum 
of money as would reimburse the East India Company for 
the amount they were subject to for the freight of those 
teas, but notwithstanding I have with some others urged 
both the Justice and Policy of this measure, I can not 
see at present a probability of its taking place by a subscrip- 
tion among the people, and as our Assembly stand adjourned 
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till September they will scarce have more time (before the 
new election comes on) than will be sufficient to settle the 
public accounts ; what may be the resolutions of the new 
House in their Winter Sessions time must tell us — but I may 
venture to assure thee and every person in administration, 
that the last resolve which was entered into by those who 
met at the time of Capt Ayre's arrival, was at that period, 
and has ever since continued to be very inconsistent with 
the sentiments of the substantial thinking part of our inhabi- 
tants. I have been well assured that this same resolve to 
justify the conduct of the Bostonians was attempted to be 
carried in the Committee (appointed to attend the tea con- 
signment) when 10 Gentlemen out 12 of the Committee 
absolutely refused to have it inserted with the other resolves, 
but two of their body determining to involve as far as they 
could the whole continent in the unjustifiable conduct of the 
Bostonians, concluded that at the general meeting one of 
them should call for such a resolve, and the other should 
both put it and support the same, thou art too good a judge 
of mankind to want any further explanation on this head. 
A number of men met with a view to determine a measure 
generally esteemed salutary (which the sending back the tea 
was) are easily led to assent to a 10 th resolve, after 9 had 
been unanimously entered into, without considering the 
force & effect of such a resolve, and I really believe this to 
have been the real case as to that resolve, because I have 
heard almost every man who has conversed with me on the 
subject, disapprove thereof and declare that the Bostonians 
must and ought to pay the India Company for the tea; 
clear I am that had the property on board Capt Ayres 
belonged to private merchants instead of the India Com- 
pany, it would have shared the very fate it did undergo, 
and that the sending the property back was not occasioned 
by any primary consideration but that of preserving their 
rights and liberties as Englishmen, as the Colonists do con- 
tend that no man or body of men can take their property 
irom them, but their own Representatives in Assembly. 



330 Letters of Thomas Wharton, 1773-1788. 

How long this bone of contention may last its not easy to 
determine, but I wish with the utmost degree of good will 
and sincerity towards Great Britain and the Colonies, that 
we might to the latest day keep up and preserve that union 
and happy connection which subsisted before the late un- 
happy Stamp Act; but who will undertake and adjust the 
necessary points I cannot tell ; but when its considered how 
extensive the Colonies are ; how different in their various 
jurisdictions, and how unhappy a disunion between the 
parent state and them must render every thing — I could 
wish that a Superior Magistrate to that of Governor might 
be appointed by the King to reside on the continent, whose 
duty alone it should be to act in Legislation with a certain 
number of members to be appointed out of and by each 
House of Assembly, composing an Upper house which body 
in conjunction with the King's representatives should have 
power to make laws relative to the General Police of 
America, this I conceive would have a tendency of checking 
a turbulent spirit in any one of the Colonies and give Eng- 
land as well as the Colonies a greater security than they can 
otherwise have. — This may be looked upon by our Superiors 
at home as granting the Colonists too much, yet I believe 
some such measure will be found necessary to be adopted. — 
About the time this letter will reach thee I suppose the 
New York tea ship will be returned with her outward bound 
cargo of teas, as she sailed from hence about a week since, 
and its said returned Capt Chambers the late Mr of one of 
the York ships. — The enclosed paper will inform thee rela- 
tive to the fate of his property (tea) and in some measure 
justifies my declaration that, had the East India teas been 
private property it would have undergone the same or a 
worse fate ; should Parliament conclude to pursue compul- 
sive measures, I fear in the end you will have to repent 
thereof; and ardently wish, both for you and us, that it may 
not be the case. — The severe attack made upon Dr. Frank- 
lin with his conduct on that occasion, has gained him the 
greatest number of admirers. Its given out, that notwith- 
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standing he has resigned his share in the Ohio Colony, yet 
when all's finished he is to be reinstated, you best know hovr 
this affair stands. — 

Since I had the pleasure last of writing thee, some very 
extraordinary transactions have taken place, founded upon 
an assertion made by Lord Dunmore that Fort Pitt was 
within the limits of Virginia, and the Penn family alledging 
it to be within the line of this province, the proclamation 
of Jn°. Conolly in January last first gave the public an 
account thereof, tho' the Court of Westmoreland having 
exercised jurisdiction about 100 miles below Penn's line, 
first gave rise to complaints against them, and caused (its 
said) L d Dunmore to give Conolly a commission. — About 
the time appointed for the meeting at Fort Pitt, one Sin- 
clair a magistrate under Penn, seized J. Conolly and con- 
fined him in goal — this caused an express to be sent to L d 
Dunmore who returned a very severe and grating answer 
to our Govornor of which the enclosed is a copy, he at the 
same time wrote to J. Conolly agreeable to the copy here- 
with. — On Gov' Penn's receipt of those letters, orders were 
sent up for the releasing of Conolly from Westmoreland 
goal, which was done on his parole, that he would appear 
at the next County Court, which he accordingly did, but 
attended with near 200 armed men, and then told the Mag- 
istrate, that they had no right to hold a Court in that place 
(about 35 miles on this side of Fort Pitt) as he said it was 
within the limits of Virginia; and on some altercation 
seized three of the Magistrates, and has taken them to Fin- 
castle County where (as far as we know) they yet remain ; 
this has caused so great a ferment with our prop' 7 people, 
that its said, they are going to send an Embassy to 
L* Dunmore on the subject. I have also enclosed a printed 
advertisement signed by J. Campbell and J. Conolly for the 
settling of lots and establishing a town on the Ohio below 
the line of Vandalia, its said a great number of lots will be 
sold, — Is it possible when our great people come to consider 
the Annarchy & Confusion that now prevails on our 
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frontiers, and that increasing numbers will multiply the dis- 
orders, that they will any longer delay the completion of 
the Ohio grant, — I confess I cannot unravel the conduct of 
the Attor y Gen rl — but should rather fear its sinister, than 
arising from an apprehension that the boundary is not suf- 
ficient and clearly expressed. — 

I am just now assured that James Hamilton, W m Allen 
with others here and in New York have thro' the interven- 
tion of Sir W.. J. purchased of the Indians a tract of coun- 
try containing its supposed 20 Millions of Acres situate 
about the Lakes in New York Government, and its said 
they have 1/ Mansfields opinion that such a purchase from 
the Indians is valid. — 

I am not able to furnish at this time the vouchers for the 
£160. but will do it as soon as I can get it from Col. Crog- 
han, the money was sent by us for no other end but to pay 
for the provisions of those Indians who had been summoned 
in consequence of your directions, and for want of which 
Col. Croghan complained to me; If you think right, it may 
be settled so as to let Bro. Samuel account to us for it when 
he returns. 

I gratefully acknowledge the assurances thou art pleased 
to give me, relative to the East India Company's consign- 
ment 

I remain with great respect thy real friend — 

Thomas "Wharton. 
To Tho" Walpole Esqr. 



Philada May 17 th 1774. 
Dear Brother Saml Wharton, 

I wrote thee per packet on the 8 rd and per Capt All on 
the 5 th inst : to which please to refer. G-. Morgan the other 
day returned from viewing your land bought of Budd, and 
informs me its a pity they had not been disposed of some 
years since, as they have not risen in value, and that they 
will scarce now pay more than the interest due to John 
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Trell ; he also informed me that as J. Trell lived at no great 
distance from them, he went to him to consult him about 
their value, and whether it would not be best to dispose of 
them, and he told me he was exceeding glad that he had 
seen Trell because he had by his representation put him off 
from sending a power of Attorney to England against thee. 
Trell assured him that all his friends in N" York had con- 
stantly blamed him for not doing it, as they said he would 
certainly thereby get his money but G. M assured me that 
he satisfied John Trell of the contrary, and that such a step 
might have the very contrary effect ; — On the whole Trell 
promised he would wait to see the issue of thy negociations. — 
It does appear to me that G. M. is abundantly altered in his 
conduct, perhaps the Doctor's loss of office may convince 
him that his dependence is more on thee, than before he 
was willing to believe. We were together 4 days since 
pressing D. Franks for payment of the award and judg- 
ment obtained about 12 months since against him of which 
he has not paid one shilling though the debt is about 
£10,000. We told him unless he paid a considerable part 
this week we should be compelled to take an execution out 
against him. We settled the other account with Rumsay, 
Murry & Co and got bonds for between £3 & £4000 pay- 
able some time hence and G. Morgan has sold to two other 
men the remainder of your property at the Illinois for 
(I think) about £1500 to be paid this year, a considerable 
sum in silver — &c: remains with A. James then this ex- 
tensive affair is near wound up. G. M. the other day asked 
me if I had received any letter from thee acknowledging 
the receipt of Wilkins papers. He no doubt was desirous 
of knowing whether his letter had come to hand and what 
effects it had — but this matter is kept to ourselves. 

I have now enclosed thee a proclamation issued by Lord 
Dunmore, the mention he therein makes of the Indians is 
only a colour, the whole is levelled against the Penn family, 
and so very serious an affair it is to them, that they have 
sent James Tilghman and And' Allen down to his Lord- 
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ship to try to mollify him and settle matters, but I have 
good reason to believe that will not be effected ; the Vir- 
ginians keep possession of Pittsburgh and the copy of the 
letter Lord Dunmore wrote to J. Penn will satisfy you in 
what point of light he puts this matter ; this letter I en- 
closed to Thomas Walpole by Capt All, by which oppor- 
tunity I also sent thee a letter I had received from Oapt 
Callender. — On the 14 th inst. the post from N. York brought 
us the Act of Parliament which so effectually put a stop to 
the trade and commerce of Boston, Capt Cowper by whom 
it came had but 26 days passage ; thou can scarce conceive 
the effect it had upon the people, those who wish to have 
the union with Great Britain continued, were told to 
declare that it was but just and that the Bostonians ought 
to pay for the tea, &c : the other party declaimed against it 
but their topsails were much lowered, and they acknowl- 
edged that it is of such a nature, that it would force its own 
way, and its the general opinion among those I converse 
with, that, as Hutchison is removed the Bostonians will avail 
themselves thereof and pay for the tea; I cannot help being 
of the same sentiments should General Gage but take a 
proper method at his first landing, which "W". hourly expects 
to hear of, but its apprehended among us that if an Act of 
Parliament should pass to alter their constitution it will be 
attended with difficulty to execute the same. 

As for the loss which the East India Co suffered in the 
payment of Capt Ayres freight, it looks to me, that if they 
would read the 14 th and 20 th section of their charter, to W m 
Penn they will find it very easy to obtain it of J. Penn as he 
is on the spot, and let him if he chooses make application to 
our Assembly for a reimburse. By Capt. Cowper letters are 
received that mention Col. Dalrymple being appointed to 
the Government of New Jersey — should this be true the 
Delaware crossing gentlemen must go to the plough, and 
may rue the day he has treated particulars so unjustly, the 
report has thrown the family into great trouble. 

I have not heard from R. N about the chariot, if its not 
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shipped I could wish it might be to this port on the best 
terms he could get, and if thou'l let me know the cost I 
shall be glad. 

A report prevails here that the Dean of Bristol has 
charged Dr. Franklin with being the original proposer of the 
Stamp Act — should he prove that it will be a cutting stroke 
to the Doctor's popularity. 

Strahan has never had the manner to acknowledge my 
last letter informing him of my having secured Reads debt, 
had it not been for thy recommendation I would not have 
taken the abundant pains I did, and I cannot but be sur- 
prised what has altered his conduct towards me, as no mans 
letter could be more expressive of regard than his used to be. 

Some of our warm politicians talk of again entering into a 
nonimportation agreement, but this I am satisfied they can- 
not effect, as most of our merchants are dissatisfied with the 
former conduct of the Bostonians. Its not improbable that 
an attempt will be made to get a Congress established of a 
deputation from all the Assemblies on the continent. A 
hopeful figure we shall make for it may be said that our 
house never was so thin of men of understanding as at this 
time. 

Since writing the foregoing part of this letter a person has 
arrived here and brings us such intelligence from the banks 
of the Ohio that is of the utmost importance to the future 
well being of not only the new province, but of all these 
provinces, and fully shews the absolute necessity of a Civil 
establishment in that Quarter, indeed if its not soon done, 
these colonies will be involved in the most distressing war; 
the account says that one Black and others being together 
at his house about 70 miles below Fort Pitt saw some 
Indians on the opposite side of the river, they gave them 
an invitation to come over to the house which the Indians 
did, and they soon after killed every one of them, that next 
day two Indians were at the house of a son of Col. Cressup 
and told him, that there was war. He said he did not 
know it, they told him it was, and said they would have his 
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things, on which he pulled pistols out of hia pocket and 
shot one or both of them, that leaving one man in his house, 
he took to his canoes with several others and proceeded 
down the river to an Indian settlement, and then killed a 
number of men, women and children, so that our account 
say 49 Indians have been massacred, on this occasion. An 
account was sent up to Fort Pitt when there were two 
Indian chiefs with their families there, who were for imme- 
diately posting off to alarm the nation and spread destruc- 
tion over our frontiers, but I am told that Col. Croghan has 
persuaded them to take a belt with them, and is doing all 
he can to restore peace, but its scarce believed he will effect 
it, and the people are leaving the frontier. Its needless for 
me to attempt to say anything more on this tragical and 
distressing event, sure we are, that if a government is not 
soon established on those lands, destruction awaits the inte- 
rior Colonies. I must close this letter by telling thee that 
all thy connections except father are well. He seems much 
on the decline and I fear his remaining long with us. 

I am thy affec* Brother, 
Thomas "Wharton. 



Philad May 31, 1774. 
Dear friend, 

On the 2 Bd inst : per Capt All I did myself the pleasure 
of writing thee, since when thy favor of the 5 th April 
came to hand, for which I very sincerely thank thee. — 
The Act of Parliament (which it contained) relative to Bos- 
ton has spread such general uneasyness thro' this continent 
that I wish the consequences may not be of the most serious 
kind, and unhappily tend to widen the breach rather than 
conciliate matters. The enclosed newspaper will give thee 
some idea of the situation of matters. As soon as the 
Bostonians heard of their fate it threw them into a deep 
consternation but they soon called a large town meeting, 
and dispatched an express to New York and this place with 
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alarming letters, endeavouring to arouse all the Colonies by 
pointing out that their present suffering was the common 
cause of America; some of the warm partisans in this city 
immediately got together, and were for entering into 
resolves as pointed out from Boston, that we should neither 
export nor import any commodities to or from Great Brit- 
tain or the West Indies; this or any other measure was sett 
aside for that time, and a more general meeting was ap- 
pointed two evenings after, when about 250 or 300 respect- 
able citizens attended, and after communicating the letters 
and papers rec d from Boston and N York two persons very 
Btrenuously insisted that the city should enter into the pro- 
posals of nonexportation and nonimportation, and that we 
should aid and support the Bostonians in every respect, as 
they were now suffering in the American common cause. 
Several persons who had never before met at any of their 
meetings thought it quite time to interpose, and not suffer 
those warm and violent men to carry measures as they 
pleased, attended that evening, among whom I was one, and 
we entered the lists and opposed their measures with so 
much resolution and firmness, that every step which ap- 
peared to have a tendency to inflame was entirely set aside; 
and only two resolves entered into; the first was, that a 
committee should be appointed to answer the Boston letter, 
— the second, that the same committee should wait on the 
Govornor and request him to call the Assembly that they 
might unite with the other Assemblies in a decent but firm 
application to the Crown, for redress of our complaints, 
thus after the warmest and greatest expectation by particu- 
lars, we were capable of quickly (for the present) putting 
aside any rash resolutions, and we very sincerely hope, that 
Govornor Gage will be enabled to accommodate matters 
with that people, and that harmony may again be restored 
between you and us. It does not remain as any doubt with 
me, that they will tender the money for the tea; and its 
now sincerely wished that the advice T. and I. W. gave to 
our committee, of landing and storing the tea had been 
vol. xxxin. — 22 
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adopted. I have enclosed the copy of our committee's letter 
to the committee of Boston in answer to theirs by the 
express. The New Yorkers have appointed a committee 
consisting of 50 very respectable men, to attend to this im- 
portant affair, being determined to support their rights, and 
at the same time not to suffer a few rash men to involve 
their Colony in difficulties, we shall shortly know the senti- 
ments of the Virginians, as their Assembly is sitting, they 
are certainly a sensible and wealthy people, and the part 
they shall take in this affair will have great influence on 
their sister colonies. The committee appointed by the New 
Jersey Assembly are to meet this day at Brunswick to take 
the matter into their deliberation ; and it does appear to me 
that a Congress of the Committees from all the Assemblies 
on this extensive continent will now take place ; I believe 
you'l find that some constitutional plan must and will be 
attended to, and altho' the fears of some with you may for 
a time obstruct it, yet I do give it as my sentiments, that 
nothing I know of can take place which will so long con- 
tinue you and us as one people, as the establishing an Upper 
House to consist of deputies for every Assembly to act in 
Legislation with a Lord Lieutenant. 

We cannot get to the bottom of the report, relative to the 
killing of those Indians on the Ohio, near the Great Ken- 
hawa, but it does appear to us from every circumstance we 
can collect that Michael Cressup was in that quarter locat- 
ing a large quantity of lands to be confirmed to him either 
by the Government of Vandalia or Virginia, and that 
some altercation happened between his company and some 
Indians, that he have acted in a manner unwarrantable 
both to the laws of nature and natives. I wish that this 
step is taken to hinder the settlement of that Colony, 
but surely it must have a contrary effect with our King 
and his ministers, as it cannot be supposed they will suffer 
their subjects to kill and destroy those Indians, whom 
we are in friendship with, and this certainly will be the 
circumstance so long as that extensive frontier is without 
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the jurisdiction of any Colony, which surely it at present 
is, as no laws made in Virginia is of any effect there. 

An account has just reached us that the Charter of 
Boston is taken away by Act of Parliament, but we as yet 
know not how matters will settle. 

If my Bro : is with you be pleased to inform him his 
family and connections are well, & that I beg his excuse for 
not writing at this time being extremely engaged. I remain 
with the sincerest regard and esteem thy 

obliged friend 
Thomas Wharton. 
To Tho s Walpole Esq. 

(To be continued.) 



